
Equity in Actionɂ
Love as praxis
SMCCD at a time of 
Interregnum



/ÎÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ 
ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙȣ

¶This is not about 
MERITOCRACY! 
Revolutionary love 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ 
trajectoryɂstudent did 
not merely pull himself 
up by his bootstraps. 
Rather, he found people 
that were willing to be 
coconspirators; he 
found people that were 
committed to radical 
love;

¶Revolutionary love 
radically reimagines 
what is possible!



Pop Quiz

1. Macrostructural

2. Institutional

3. Personal 

4. Interpersonal

a) The expression of racism 
between individuals

b) Policies, practices, and 
pedagogies predicated on 
anti-Blackness and other 
forms of racism

c) Internalized, private anti-
Black/racists beliefs, ideas, 
and values

d) Systemic, 
normalized/axiomatic 
(public) policies that serve 
racial capitalism and white 
supremacy



The half has not been told

In 2020, many of the lies that this 
country is predicated on were laid bare. 
These foundational axioms, claim that 
things like the genocidal violence visited 
on indigenous peoples and the 
systemic/systematic theft of Indigenous 
land and systemic/systematic anti-
Blackness are simply bumps on the road 
to a more perfect union. 



CRT and truth-
telling



Understanding Race
Race was created to serve two masters, 
white supremacy, and racial capitalism, for 
two distinct yet interrelated purposes. The 
first purpose was to justify the 
dehumanization of Indigenous and African 
peoples so that they could be marked as 
physical "sites" of surplus value extraction. 
This means that their minds, bodies, and 
souls were used to create wealth for their 
oppressors. The second reason is to drive a 
wedge between people who have the 
same/similar socioeconomic realities, but 
different ethnoracialidentities. That is to 
say, the concept of race is used to keep poor 
BIPOC peoples and poor white peoples 
from working together to overthrow 
capitalism.

Towards liberation: Antiracism, Racial 
Capitalism, and the freedom struggle

Jeremiah J. Sims 



White supremacy

¶Ȱ×ÈÉÔÅ ÓÕÐÒÅÍÁÃÙ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ Á 
shark; it is the×ÁÔÅÒȢȱ

¶Sharks kill one person per 
year, many thousands die 
from drowningɂin the 
×ÁÔÅÒȣ

¶How long will we tread 
water, watching for that 
great white shark as our 
students continue 
drowning?

¶https:// guante.info/2020/11
/22/nottheshark/



Too many students 
are drowning

ÅάL ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
community college student, I drowned over and over 
again even though I was surrounded by faces that 
seemed to have not only the ability, but also the goodwill 
necessary to function as lifeguards. But they did not 
move; they did not react. This is ambivalence. In real 
justice work, there is no room for ambivalence. 
Educators that want to advance equity and justice 
cannot sit on the proverbial fence of ambivalence. 
Unchecked (white) ambivalence will eventually 
permutate and transmogrify into (white) apathy, and, 
ultimately, antipathy. If we are apathetic institutionally, 
our students are lost. We have to be impelled by love if 
we ever hope to achieve justice. According to Professor 
/ƻǊƴŜƭ ²ŜǎǘΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ άbŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
ƭƻǾŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ό{ƛƳǎΣ CƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎύΦέ 



Racism

¶Racism is bigger than 
individuals saying the 
Ȱ×ÒÏÎÇȱ ×ÏÒÄÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ÂÉÇÇÅÒ 
than interpersonal 
ÂÉÇÏÔÒÙ ÏÒ ÂÕÌÌÙÉÎÇȢ )ÔȭÓ 
bigger than 
ÍÉÃÒÏÁÇÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȢ )ÔȭÓ 
about thewater: the 
centuries of systemic, 
institutionalized 
disadvantage, 
discrimination, and 
violence that Black 
people, Indigenous 
peoples, and people of 
color have facedɂand 
continue to face today.



Discussing racism

Nevertheless, when we discuss racism, we must 
understand that racism is the progeny of 
racialized capitalism and white supremacy. 
Racialized capitalism gave birth to white 
supremacy precisely because the enslavement 
and dehumanization of Indigenous and African 
peoples, in a purportedly democratic, free 
country, was a social and moral contradiction. 
(Sims) 



Capitalism

Capitalism is always racial capitalism; that is to 
say, capitalism is racialized in this country. The 
two, racialized capitalism and white supremacy, 
form a symbiosis that works in a concerted way, 
parasitically, to extract surplus value from poor 
ethnoracially minoritized peoples of color 
(PERMPOC). Therefore, any potentially liberatory 
(I use liberatory and emancipatory 
interchangeably), critical analysis of race must 
also be imbued with a critique of 
(racialized)capitalism (Wallace & Sims, 
Forthcoming). 



Anti-blackness

ÅAnti-blackness is one way some black 
scholars have articulated what it 
means to be marked as black in an 
anti-ōƭŀŎƪ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ 
άǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ƻǾŜǊǎƛƳǇƭƛŦƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŀƴƎǎ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ 
theoretical framework that illuminates 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ 
humanity τ the disdain, disregard and 
disgust for our existence.

ÅBlack people are at once despised and 
also a useful counterpoint for others to 
measure their humanness against. In 
other words, while one may 
experience numerous compounding 
ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
black.

Dr. kihanaross-vakil



We have to love the 
truth



We need love

Everything that we do positively impacts some 
of our students and negatively impacts others. 
9ǉǳƛǘȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛȄ ǘƘƛǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ 
justice. We need to love justiceto the point that 
we are willing to fight for it. As we know, equity 
is not enough (Sims, et al., 2020); it is just the 
first step in a long journey towards actual, 
tangible (social) justice. Put simply, the fence 
that ambivalent educators sit on is nothing 
more than an additional obstacle for PERMSCs 
(Sims, 2018; 2020). 



What is reactionary care?

noun
Åan action performed 

or a feeling 
experienced in 
response to a 
situation or event.

"Carrie's immediate 
reaction was one of 
ǊŜƭƛŜŦέ

Sims, J.J.(Forthcoming). Love as 
praxis: Antiracism, liberation and 
justice. Peter Lang. New York, NY.

ωContext bound

ωSituational

ωTransactional

ωPassive

ωTriage: attends only to 
microaggressive 
behaviors

Reactionarycare is:



Making the argument for revolutionary love

adjective

Åinvolving or causing 
a complete or 
dramatic change.

Sims, J.J.(Forthcoming). Love as 
praxis: Antiracism, liberation and 
justice. Peter Lang. New York, NY.

ωNecessitates a radical reimagining of 
structures of power;

ωDemands paradigm-shifting interrogation;

ωOpens alternative possibilities;

ωProactive;

ωHolistic;

ωTransformative;

ωInvested in treating chronic diseases like 
anti-Blackness, white supremacy, and 
racial capitalism, et al.

Revolutionarylove is:



Love as praxis

ÅIs it clear that my individual and our 
institutional actions are impelled by love?

ÅDo our policies, practices, procedures, and 
pedagogies demonstrate authentic care?

ÅDo our 
hypermarginalizedstudents/colleagues feel 
included, affirmed, valued and safe?

ÅAre we growing; are we becoming more 
equity-advancing?



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ

ÅAxioms

ÅAmbivalence

ÅApathy

ÅAntipathy



Ambivalence

ωCognitive/emotional refusal to take a position;

ωCaused by gaps in knowledge;

ωInability/unwillingness to wrestle in privilege and discomfort

Apathy

ωIndifference

ωPosition taken: choosing not to work through discomfort;

ωDefensiveness

Antipathy

ωDisdain for feelings complicity with and in white privilege;

ωMisplaced anger at hypermarginalizedpeoples for causes feelings of white guilt;

ωBlaming peoples victimized by white supremacy/racial capitalism 


