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· (1) Check minimum eligibility: 
· Be 18 years of age or older.
· Have a cumulative GPA of 2.25 or higher.
· Have completed a minimum of 12 units of college level coursework.
· (2) Meet with your academic counselor to plan which offered courses will best fulfill your educational goals. For a complete course list, visit: https://bit.ly/4wiJ4rt Note: you must enroll in and complete at least 12 units from the list, including GBST 650 and three additional courses.
· (3) Considering financial aid? Schedule a meeting with Claudia Menjivar (College of San Mateo), Breanna Castro (Cañada College), Ariackna (Ari) Soler (Skyline College) to discuss eligibility, potential award, and other funding sources.
· (4) If you qualify for the California College Promise Grant (CCPG), add all the following schools to your 2026-2027 FAFSA: Your SMCCCD Home College: College of San Mateo (001181), Cañada College (006973), or Skyline College (007713), American River College (001232), Diablo Valley College (001191), Santa Rosa Junior College (001287).
· (5) Apply to the program and pay deposit. The application is on the American Institute for Foreign Study (AIFS) website. $450 deposit is due November 6, 2026. For refund information, visit the refund Program Costs, Inclusions and Refund Policy tab from our website.
· (6) Check your email and schedule a meeting interview with the faculty professor leading the program. This is a short interview that allows the professor to get to know you and learn about your interest in the program.
· (7) Complete the required onboarding documents. This will allow you to save your spot at the program. 
· (8) Apply for scholarships, create a budget, and start saving! We highly recommend students to apply as you may be eligible to receive scholarship funding for study abroad. Please review the Student Budget Planner found at the Program Documents tab to budget included and personal expenses.
· (11) Register for classes. Once confirmed, your space in classes will be reserved — so don't worry about registration until we send detailed instructions via email closer to the enrollment period. Note: you will register for each class separately through the college offering it, so it is likely you will be registering in multiple college districts.
· (12) Attend the pre-departure orientation.
· (13) Join the Info Sessions to gain more insights about Florence Spring 2027 Program.
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